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no doubt have dropped the negotiations with Russia after exploring the
ground. But his party was deeply divided between the old guard
which regarded Socialism as a more extensive kind of social reform,
and the Marxian Socialists to whom Russia was the flag and symbol of
a completely new order. As a practical politician of the old school,
MacDonald knew all the perils of the path he was treading, but he
was not in a position to defy his left-wing for whom intimacy with
Russia was the acid test of Labour politics. It was the division
between these groups which wrecked the possibility of Labour and
Liberal co-operation in the short Parliament of 1924, and was to
wreck it again in subsequent years. The two groups held funda-
mentally different ideas about the position of Parliament in the
system of government. The old guard still accepted Blackstone's
classic definition of the functions of a member of Parliament:
" every member, though chosen by a particular district, once he is
elected and returned, serves for the whole realm ; the end of his
coming thither being not particular but general; not merely to
advantage his constituents, but the Commonwealth as a whole."
The left-wing, on the contrary, regarded the Labour party as the
instrument of the working-class, and held that a Labour Govern-
ment should take its instructions from that class, or the organizations
representing it, and impose these upon Parliament. When Labour
took office in 1924 its left-wing succeeded in setting up a committee
of twelve appointed to act as a so-called " liaison body " between the
Cabinet and the rest of the party ; and the subsequent course of events,
and especially the handling of the Russian Treaty and the Campbell
case, suggested that Cabinet decisions were liable to be corrected,
revised and suddenly reversed by a power behind the scenes and
outside the control of Parliament. In the last weeks Labour Ministers
seemed to accept without a murmur, and even with an appearance of
satisfaction, reversals of policy affecting their Departments which must
have" caused the instant resignation of Ministers of the old school.
The idea of a workers' party being responsible to none but its own
members and entitled, if it obtained power, to exploit the " class
victory " for the total subjection of other parties was deeply embedded
in Communism, and had been borrowed from Communism and
applied to, their own purposes by the Italian Fascists. It was the royal
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